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Missouri Lies About Lethal Injection, Still Puts a Man to Death 

09/10/2014  By Cassandra Stubbs, Director, ACLU Capital Punishment Project at 5:14pm  

We know almost nothing about how Earl Ringo Jr. was executed in the early hours of the morning by 

the State of Missouri. Missouri deliberately hid crucial facts about its lethal injection drugs and their 

administration, blocking the public from understanding how capital punishment is carried out in our 

name. This state government took the secrecy one step further, its officials telling outright lies under 

oath about what could happen to Mr. Ringo and others scheduled for execution. We need our courts to 

care enough to demand the truth. We need other states' governors to put a halt to executions until we 

have answers to the most basic questions about lethal injection. 

Missouri was caught in its lies a week before Mr. Ringo's execution date. The Director of the Missouri 

Department of Corrections George Lombardi promised, under oath, that Missouri would not use mid-

azolam, the controversial drug tied to botched executions in Oklahoma, Ohio, and Arizona. That was 

at a hearing held in January. But chemical log forms revealed last week prove that prison officials were 

in fact administering midazolam and had done so in executions both before and after Lombardi's testi-

mony. 

Instead of admitting to their flat-out lie, Missouri officials first tried to claim that the drug was "offered" 

to prisoners, as if it were their choice to receive a drug that had tortured prisoners in other states. But 

officials have conceded that the prisoners did not get to make the decision about whether to accept 

midazolam, a drug that is only administered intravenously. 

Next, Missouri tried to change the definition of the word "execution" itself. Missouri Department of Cor-

rections spokesman David Owen said that Missouri didn't use midozalm during the execution, only "in 

advance" of the execution. The record logs reveal that "in advance" means as little as three minutes 

before . Under this logic, Missouri could administer any secret torture regime in the hours leading up to 

an execution, outside of the public eye, without any review or disclosure. 

Tragically, court majorities, over the vigorous dissents of a few judges, swallowed these verbal gym-

nastics and let the secrecy continue. 

This kind of secrecy encourages and protects the use of shady manufacturers and illegal substances. 

Expired drugs, untested cocktails and methods – these are shameful examples of a criminal justice 

system gone terribly wrong. Indeed, back at the hearings in January, Department of Corrections offi-

cials disclosed that they purchased lethal injection drugs the same way one might buy crack cocaine: 

in the cover of the night, across state lines, with cash in hand. 

More fundamentally, such covert action is un-American. We are a nation built on democracy, open 

government, and accountability. Our ideals are founded on the premise that our government doesn't 

lie to us, and that when it does, courts will care, and act. 

Four justices of the United States Supreme Court voted last night to stop the execution of Ringo until 

these new revelations could be evaluated by a court. Unfortunately, that was one justice too few. 

What's needed now is for federal courts and governors to halt all executions until we have answers to 

the most basic questions about lethal injection. 

SUDOKU 

HOW TO PLAY: Each row must contain the numbers 1 to 9; 

each column must contain the numbers 1 to 9; and each set of  

3x3 boxes should contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

Test your Trivia Knowledge 

1. What initials are formed by Homer 

Simpson’s hair and ear? 

2. Who was the president when the agen-

cy that would become the FBI was cre-

ated? 

3. Which saint is said to have landed in 

Ireland in 432 A.D.? 

4. Who founded the city of Philadelphia? 

5. What ranks 4th after rice, wheat, and 

maize in terms of human food con-

sumption? 

6. What is the heaviest breed of bear? 

Answers on back 

Special Message from  

Wife & Inmate Connection 

This year has been a phe-

nomenal year for us. We 

want to wish you the best in 

all that you do. If you have a 

special story, dedication, 

idea, question, or comment 

about any work we do, arti-

cle we publish, service we 

offer, please feel free to con-

tact us at anytime. 

 

We hope you enjoy this  

newsletter! 

 

 

Wife & Inmate Connection 

POBOX 7822 

Pasadena, TX 77508 



Answer From Front 

1. M.G. 2. Theodore Roosevelt 3.St. Patrick 4. William Penn 5. Bananas 6. Polar Bear 

COUPLES COLUMN 

Why Your Last Love Is More  

Important Than Your First Love  

Ashley Massis 9/8/2014 

The human heart is a magnificent thing. One 

minute you can feel absolutely lost, breathless 

and like your heart is about to split in two over 

heartbreak. You don't know how you're going 

to move on, or even make it through the day. 

But somehow, someway, you make it through 

the day. Soon enough, a week has passed. 

Then the next minute, you don't even know 

how you fit the other person in your heart. 

When I look back over the past year, I've had 

enough changes to give me whiplash. I can 

give the cliché advice and agree that yes, eve-

rything that I have done or the paths I have 

chosen have led me to where I am right now. 

People make a big fuss about your "firsts" 

when growing up: your first walk, your first 

word, your first lost tooth. When we reach pu-

berty and start to realize the opposite sex ex-

ists, our life is all about a set of new firsts: first 

kiss, first dance, first time you held hands and 

your "first time." One of the most beautiful and 

tragic experiences that defines your life is your 

first love. It's beautiful because everything is 

new. You're experiencing a new kind of love, a 

new set of emotions and trust in someone not 

in your family. First love is great. 

But first love also leads to that cry-your-heart-

out-until-you-can't breathe, eat-a-gallon-of-ice 

cream aching breakup and loss that you've 

also never experienced. No, a breakup is nev-

er a party. However, the first breakup with your 

first love might be one of the most painful ex-

periences that any human has to go through. 

Some of us don't ever get over it. Our lives are 

filled with watching movies and TV shows that 

idealize love, but never show the real thing. 

With our rose-colored glasses on, we believe 

our first love is the "end all, be all." When it 

ends, it's absolutely gut-wrenching. 

We carry that baggage from one relationship 

to the next in hopes of someone "curing us" 

from our pass ailments. Don't get me wrong; 

sometimes that first love does work out. These 

rare exceptions to this rule is a beautiful thing. 

However, you can argue that you fall in and 

out of love with this person. By the time you 

grow from adolescent to adult, 20 years old to 

30, you are not the same person. If you still 

love your first love, you know it required work 

and communication. 

You may or may not love the second and third 

person you date, but they will be someone you 

let into your life. They will teach you things 

about yourself and about dating that you didn't 

know about with the other person. They will 

make you smile, make you laugh again and 

will dull the baggage of that once-requited 

love. Your insecurities that were turned on 

after your first love slowly start to diminish, and 

you start to feel like yourself again. 

Everything happens for a reason. Every per-

son that you encounter, every person you 

date, comes into your life and teaches you a 

lesson. Your first love is called just that be-

cause it is part of a series of "firsts." I have 

cooked many dishes in my life, and the first 

time wasn't always pretty. It was an experi-

ence, but I'm not going to stop eating steak 

because the first time I cooked it, it was too 

well done. When your first love doesn't work, 

it's because it's generally your first and not 

your last.  

Your last love is someone you should truly 

cherish. Everyone always talks about the "one 

that got away." I say that's bullsh*t. I was so in 

love with the idea of a first love that I started 

dating my first love 10 years later. I fell in love 

with the story of "us," and believed that he was 

my end all, be all. Yet, after a year and a half 

of trying to make it work, we both realized we 

didn't love each other, we weren't who we 

wanted to be with and we had very different 

goals. He had tried to change me to make me 

more of a Mad Men-esque '60s housewife, 

and I was too busy reminding him that women 

were allowed "crazy things" like goals and 

opportunities. 

So yeah, I'm not all about idea of the "first 

love."  It was only when my second love came 

along that I started to realize how much better 

love is when you truly know yourself. Everyone 

has their own baggage. In fact, I believe our 

baggage makes us interesting. When my sec-

ond love came around, I had given up on rela-

tionships. I had decided that I would be faithful 

to my dreams and careers, and that I would be 

too busy to find a guy. In fact, to prove that I 

was too busy, I got a dog.  So, when this one 

came around, I wasn't expecting it. But, it's not 

to say I wasn't prepared. Your first love gives 

you insight into relationships. It provides you 

with caution and stability so you're not 

knocked off kilter the next time. 

The second time around, you know what to 

expect. You know what to look for in someone 

you want to be with. You have the confidence 

to know what you want and know what you 

deserve. The relationship helps you prove to 

yourself that you can open up again, and you 

can find something truly amazing. It won't ex-

haust you, be filled with drama and unsettle 

you. Because you've already been through the 

ringer, you know the warning signs. And soon, 

your heart will slowly heal from the baggage 

and the bruising of your first love. It'll be burst-

ing with happiness, and all your past caution 

will flee. 

And like with any recipe that you try, practice 

only leads to perfection. My old well done 

steak will never happen again, and now I can 

enjoy my medium rare perfection. Forget about 

firsts. Learn from them, but don't let them en-

gulf your future decisions. The human heart is 

a magnificent thing.  

Send us your first and last love stories.  

Tell us what you think.  

Wife & Inmate Connection  

POBOX 7822 Pasadena, TX 77508 

MYTH & REALITY 

Actions speak louder than words 
 
For as long as there has been romantic 

poetry and heartfelt love letters, there 

has been a large faction of society that 

touts the idea that manly men can simply 

express their feelings through actions 

you know, the strong and silent type. 

While actions are important, women put a 

great deal of importance on the words it's 

your job to find a happy medium because 

it's just as true that simply laying it on 

thick verbally doesn't make up for lack-

luster actions on your part. 

  

Reality: She might put more stock in how 

you treat her on a day-to-day basis than 

she does on what you write inside her 

birthday card, but that doesn't excuse 

you from ever whispering sweet and en-

dearing comments to your lady. If you 

can't stomach daily confessions of your 

innermost feelings, you can start with 

vocalizing the actions. Try letting her 

know that you washed her car for her 

because you knew she was busy, rather 

than just washing her car without a word.  

2 Things Women Wish You Knew 
They are self conscious by Nature 

Girls can be very self-conscious  -- constantly bombarded by images of unrealisti-

cally beautiful women in magazines and ads and movies and TV shows and bill-

boards and fashion shows. That's not even accounting for Tumblr. Every time 

you're around other girls, there's a good chance your main squeeze is thinking, in 

the back of her head, "Uh oh..." We're not saying you have to give up talking to the 

female species at large, but we are saying that it's worth being aware that she does 

have those kinds of worries sometimes. In most cases, she'll be happy to give you 

the benefit of the doubt if you at least acknowledge that her insecurities are valid 

feelings and don't simply accuse her of "making a big deal out of nothing, OK!"  

When she’s mad she wants you to give her your attention 

This may seem counter-intuitive, but when she starts cursing at you, she really 

wants you to kiss her and tell her you love her. And when she ignores you, give her 

attention. Fights and spats and disagreements are mended with admissions of 

wrongdoing, forgiveness and sweet, sweet make-up romance -- not icy cold si-

lence.  

Want to share your relationship advice and experiences? 

Send them to us at: 

Wife & Inmate Connection 

POBOX 7822, Pasadena TX 77508 


